
Orvillo Quarry 
 
The Orvillo quarry was adjacent to and north of the Clarendon Marble Company off of Walker 
Mountain Road north of Clarendon Springs, but on the east side of the road vs the Clarendon 
Marble Company quarry being on the west side of the modern day road.  Both quarries, though 
incorporated separately had substantially the same ownership.  It was noted in a Sept. 30, 1909 
article about the proposed rail line that the two quarries were only about 500 feet apart.   
 
This quarry was said in a March 22, 1902 article to have been started in a small way in 1845 by a 
Mr. Taylor.  It was subsequently owned by marble quarrying pioneer W.F. Barnes who passed 
away in 1871.  Frequent newspaper articles begin appearing in 1887.  What follows are 
summaries of news articles from the Rutland newspapers that together tell part of the story of 
this quarry.  Direct quotes are in italics.   
 
5-21-1887  In an article that states the quarry then owned by Baker & Lynch will be opened 
soon: 
 
It has been bored across the grain to a depth of 285 feet and been found to be as sound as a bell 
and free from all foreign substance.  Geologists, marble owners, quarrymen, polishers and 
cutters are all of one opinion, that for durability, soundness, and beauty of finish it has no rival 
in this or any other country. 
 
The great variety of colors is something unheard of within the limits of one quarry.  Here each 
and every color of marble is blended together in one solid rock.  The colors change from pure 
white to light variegated and from that to light blue, dark blue, light and dark gray and finally 
end in black with just a tint of white which relieves it of a jet black and gives it more beauty and 
life.    
 
3-5-1888  The quarry was sold. 
 
The Orvillo Marble quarry has been sold to a Mr. Moore of Maryland.  The sale was made 
Saturday, and the consideration $50,000.  The property contains one of the finest deposits of 
marble in the state, ranging from a pure white to a deep black, including all of the natural 
changes between the two opposite colors.  The quarry is situated on the line of the proposed 
Clarendon & Pittsford railroad.   
 
4-12-1888 Charles T. Westcott  and Charles H. Moore purchased a 700' square (11.25 acres) 
parcel from Baker & Lynch & then sold 1/3 of it to Orvillo (owned by Westcott, Moore, & 
Thomas Lynch). Operations had already begun at the site.  A large force of men and teams has 
been employed clearing away the earth.  Buildings, a blacksmith shop and sheds are being built.  
Quarrying machinery and derricks have been purchased.   
 
5-15-1888  Mr. J.L. Patch has been engaged in moving machinery from the former Baker quarry 
at Rutland Valley to the Orvillo Marble Co. 
 



5-29-1888  A large stationary engine was drawn from the station to the new Orvillo quarry in 
Clarendon yesterday.   
 
6-9-1888 An opening 70' square has been made and large blocks have been coming out.  Two 
channeling machines and a diamond gadder are at work with more machinery on the way.  A 35 
horse power boiler and 25 horse power engine are being deployed and an engine house 25 X60 
feet is being put up.   
 
7-20-1888 The Orvillo Marble Co. is taking out of its quarry 600 cubic feet of marble per day.  It 
is of a good sound quality and the outlook is encouraging.  They have also begun excavating and 
are going to make the opening 100 X 150 feet, just double the present size.   
 
9-28-1888 Why it didn’t happen is not known but they seemed sure that a rail line would soon be 
built to the quarry. 
 
It is quite probable that the Delaware & Hudson Canal Co. will build a branch line from West 
Rutland to a point near the quarry of the Orvillo Marble Co., which is situated a mile and a half 
north of Clarendon Springs.  It is understood that the railroad company will build the line, 
provided that the marble company will pay all land damages; and the property owners are now 
being seen in regard to the matter.  A survey has not been made for the proposed road; but it 
would probably run along the east side of the river.  The distance is between two and three miles. 
 
The quarry is now being worked, and there are a large number of blocks quarried which weigh 
many tons each, and which it will be impossible to move until the road is built. 
 
10-11-1888 This article hints at maybe the proposed rail line being wishful thinking more than 
reality.   
 
Still another story is that the Delaware & Hudson road will build a branch from West Rutland to 
a point near the Orvillo Marble Co.’s quarry, a mile and a half north of Clarendon Springs.  It is 
true that some parties interested have conferred with the railroad officials regarding such a 
proposition; but it cannot be learned that the latter have ever seriously contemplated adopting it, 
much less have determined to build the proposed branch.   
 
10-23-1888 Another as yet still unknown marble quarry is mentioned here.  This one could be at 
the site of the current day Omya quarry.   
 
Lowell D. Allen & Co. of Boston have purchased the M. Green property, situated about a half 
mile north of the Orvillo quarry, and have begun opening a new quarry there.  The new deposit 
is directly on the line of the rich vein now being developed further south.  Thomas Lynch, the 
veteran quarryman, has charge of the work and has already uncovered a 50-foot surface in 
preparation for cutting machines, which will be put on at once.   
 
11-21-1888  Quarry owners sometimes leased their properties to other marble companies. 
 



Messrs. Jewett P. Cain and Gardner Gates, representing the Orvillo Marble Co., have bonded 
the Daniel Smith place in Clarendon Springs, comprising 67 acres, including the quarry of the 
marble company to the Vermont Marble Co.  The latter company will in a few days set a gang of 
men at work testing the marble with a testing machine.  The marble will be thoroughly tested this 
fall, but the quarry will not be uncovered until spring.  The Vermont Marble Co. will then, if the 
deposit proves to be valuable, set a large force of men at work quarrying the marble.   
 
12-7-1888  The Vermont Marble Co. has begun testing the marble at the Orvillo quarry, and has 
bored to a depth of 25 feet.  The marble, so far, is of very good quality. 
 
4-2-1889  Did the Orvillo Marble Co. take back their quarry from Vermont Marble Co. or did the 
reporter just use the name of who was operating the quarry confused?   
 
The Orvillo Marble Co. started operations at their quarry yesterday morning, under the 
management of Mr. John Mortrom.   
 
4-10-1889  This article includes another reference to the previously noted unknown quarry.  
 
The Clarendon marble works are in active operation.  The Orvillo quarry, during the past two 
weeks, has been put in excellent shape for cutting and block raising.  A roadway leading from 
the main highway to the quarries has been surveyed and will be built at once. Blocks from the 
Orvillo will be drawn to the Bardin Mill in this village for sawing and testing.  The Messrs. 
Gates, Seammons and Cain have begun the uncovering of a quarry on their premises just north 
of the Orvillo deposit.  The new opening promises big result, an old marble man predicting that 
in six years this locality will show the most valuable marble deposit in the state.   
 
5-2-1889  The Orvillo Marble Co. has purchased the Baker mill at the Double Road for $10,000 
and will move it to the Clarendon quarry at once.   
 
5-9-1889  The workmen at the Orvillo quarry have been engaged lately in removing dirt, gravel 
and marble from the quarry to be used on the new road the company is building from the main 
road to the quarry.  They are also cleaning and enlarging the quarry preparatory to their 
resuming active operations.   
 
6-6-1889  The Selectmen are about to begin work on the new road to the Orvillo quarry, and, 
also, build a bridge over Furnace river.   
  
6-15-1889  The Orvillo Marble Company, which recently purchased the Baker mill property at 
Rutland Valley, will soon start up the mill and begin the sawing and finishing of marble.  This 
will be gratifying news, as it will give employment to 30 or 40 men.  This company, it will be 
remembered, recently opened a quarry near Clarendon Springs and the marble which is 
obtained therefrom will be taken to the Baker mill to be sawed.   
 
6-20-1889   The Orvillo Marble Co. has a force of men employed this week in making a road 
from the quarry to the main highway.  A bridge has been built across Clarendon River to make 
the connection. 



 
9-25-1889  The Orvillo Marble Co. will shortly build a mill near their Clarendon quarry, the 
motive power for which will be furnished by Clarendon river which flows by it.  
 
7-12-1890  Jason Hazelton of this place has just finished and erected a new derrick for the 
Orvillo Marble Co. at their new opening at their quarry in Clarendon, and the prospects are 
very favorable.   
 
3-22-1902  A nice history and description of the quarry.  This is just a portion of the article.   
 
The Orvillo marble quarries, situated about half a mile north of Clarendon Springs, have been 
leased for 20 years by  J.E. Burke and Jewett P. Cain of this city and by W.B. Butler and T.R. 
Willis of Pittsford.  The lessees also own and control several acres of marble land adjoining the 
Orvillo property and will begin operations at the quarries on May 1, under the firm name of the 
Orvillo Marble Quarrying company.  For the present, the new firm will do only a block business, 
although several bids have already been received for the entire output of the quarries. 
 
The Orvillo deposit was first discovered about 1845, when a small opening was made by a man 
named Taylor, who then owned the property.  The true value of the deposit was not known 
however, until the property came into the hands of William F. Barnes, the pioneer of the marble 
business in Vermont.  Mr. Barnes regarded this as his leading quarry and considered it of great 
value.  After he died the property was bought in 1886 by Dr. Orville R. Baker of Rutland, and 
Thomas Lynch of West Rutland, who sold it two years later to Charles T. Westcott of Baltimore 
and associates.  The latter parties incorporated in 1888 under the name of the Orvillo Marble 
Company and operated two quarries until forced to suspend on account of the panic of 1893. 
 
The quarries were named Orvillo from Dr. Orville R. Baker.  The original property comprised 
35 acres, to which 55 acres have been added by purchase and lease, making a total of 90 acres.   
 
9-19-1907  The Orvillo Marble company was offered $100,000 for its property in West Rutland 
yesterday and the offer was declined.   

12-10-1907 With the proposed railroad in 1888 not having happened, the arduous task of 
transporting marble to the rail line in West Rutland continued. 
 

Truck Under 12-Ton Block at West Rutland Collapses and the Block Was Left in Highway Over 
Night 

One of the wheels of a truck under a 12-ton block of marble, being drawn from the Orvillo 
Marble company’s quarry at West Rutland to the loading derrick, gave way under the great 
strain and it was necessary to leave the block in the highway for the night.  The block had been 
drawn from the quarry about two miles south of the village and had reached a point within 200 
feet of the derrick when the accident occurred about 4:30 o’clock.  The six horses succeeded in 
moving the truck for some distance but the job was finally given up until this morning.   



 

7-30-1908  A big boost to the business. 

Gets Big Contract 

Orvillo Marble Co., to Furnish 150,000 Cubic Feet of Marble for Educational Building at 
Albany 

Orvillo Marble company of Clarendon Springs will furnish the marble for the new state 
educational building to be erected at Albany, N.Y., at a cost of $3,000,000.  The building will 
require 150,000 cubic feet of marble and it will take over a year for the Orvillo company to fill 
the contract. 

9-13-1909  Business continued to grow.   

The Orvillo Marble company has put another team on the road for drawing marble blocks from 
their quarry at Clarendon.  

10-20-1909  The railroad spur finally comes. 

Work has begun on the railroad to the Orvillo Marble company’s quarry in Clarendon and a 
large force of men is engage.  It is expected the road will be completed about December 1.   

11-27-1909  The horses get laid off. 

The railroad which is being built by the Delaware and Hudson company to the Orvillo Marble 
company’s property in Clarendon will be completed in a few days, only a few rods more remain 
unfinished.  At the present time the Orvillo Marble company have on the bank of their quarry 
about 20 carloads of blocks ready for shipment, which they expect to car and ship within the next 
week. The two eight horse teams which have drawn all of their output from the quarries since 
they began working them have been laid off.   

9-26-1914  The Orvillo quarry must have closed at some point since the booming business it had 
5 years earlie.  The Green Mountain Company was now leasing (see 5-4-1915 entry) the Orvillo 
quarry.  What follows is a portion of the article. 

Green Mountain Company Will Open Columbian and Orvillo 

This company is also installing hoisting and other machinery at the Orvillo quarry at Clarendon, 
with a view to opening the property to assist in supplying marble for its rapidly increasing 
business.   

12-7-1914  The Green Mountain Marble company has opened the Orvillo quarry and at present 
about 30 men are at work there.   



5-4-1915  Underground Tunneling Begins.   

To Tunnel Orvillo Quarry 

The Green Mountain Marble company has decided to make an extensive tunnel to the west in the 
Orvillo quarry which this company operates under a royalty lease from the Orvillo Marble 
company.  This will make available some valuable layers of light colored marble that heretofore 
have not been utilized.   

1-23-1929  When Orvillo Marble Quarrying Company ceased operations is not known but in 
1929 Green Mountain Marble Corp brought suit that resulted in the Orvillo property being 
auctioned off.  Who bought it and what prompted the suit  is not known.   
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