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     Tory Prisoners 

 

In the Places collection the Land Grants and Confiscation entry discusses the tumultuous period before, 
during, and after the Revolutionary War.   That entry is copied from the 1976 Clarendon history 
publication and is a good synopsis of what was happening in Clarendon in that era.   

The confiscation in 1778 of the properties of 30 Tories in Clarendon was perhaps the most significant 
chapter of that period.   Clarendon has the distinction of having more such confiscations than any other 
town in Vermont.   Why?  Was Clarendon a Tory stronghold?  Were the local authorities more rigorous 
in pursuing action against Tories?  Was it a result of residual animosities from the NH vs NY land grant 
conflicts discussed in the Land Grants and Confiscations entry?   We don’t know.   

Meticulous records were kept of the confiscations and can be found in “State Papers of Vermont, 
Sequestration, Confiscation and Sale of Estates, Volume VI “ published by Mary Green Nye in 1941.  
These records more focused on the financial details of those sales than it did the disposition of the 
Tories themselves.  The auction of Tory properties across the State generated tremendous revenue for 
the fledgling Republic of Vermont.  That there was a financial incentive to confiscate these properties 
cannot be denied.  What’s missing in the literature is the disposition of the Tories themselves in 1778.  
Only a couple minor references can be found in the book, nor was much written anywhere else.   

Life goes on and in the years following those confiscations the Tories dispersed to many jurisdictions in 
Vermont (including returning to Clarendon), in other States, and in Canada.  Their new lives did not 
begin immediately following the confiscations however.   Most of the Tories from Clarendon took a 
detour through Bennington first and were documented as being there in November, 1778.   

Why Bennington?  Was there a Tory underground that took them in?  Did they all have family or friends 
there to shelter with?   No and no.  Bennington is where the jail was.  This is the part of the history that 
has not been widely written about or known.   

Bennington was the center of Vermont’s Revolutionary War effort.   The Vermont State Militia was 
supplied out of Bennington and the Continental Army had an agent there.  There were storehouses, a 
cattle, horse, pig and slaughterhouse business, blacksmith and carriage maker, a hospital set up in 1777 
at the time of the Battle of Bennington, a courthouse and a jail.  

After the Battle of Bennington the Brunswick soldiers (British prisoners) were kept in the meetinghouse, 
while the Tories were kept in the Walloomsac Tavern's barns. Later it is said they were moved to the 
meetinghouse and log schoolhouse.  More Tories were killed in the Battle of Bennington than British 
regulars.  They were seen as traitors and were dealt with more harshly vs British regulars merely being 
the enemy.  Captured or jailed Tories would be sent to the states they came from to be dealt with there. 
The treatment would vary state to state. 
 



Vermont conducted a fairly bitter action against resident Yorkers and Tories after the Battle of 
Bennington.  There was a lot of jailing of Tories at this time. Most were sent to Bennington.  All 30 from 
Clarendon appear on a Nov. 1778 list currently referred to as a “tax list”.  There is some question as to 
the accuracy of that list and more research is needed specific to it.  Two of the Clarendon Tories listed as 
being in Bennington in Nov. 1778 died in 1777, one while imprisoned in Bennington after being captured 
at the Battle of Bennington and another in 1777 on his way to Canada following the Battle of Saratoga.  
Another is noted as having died fighting for the British in 1778.  It is possible this was a list of prisoners 
and those whose property had already been confiscated more than it was a list of people currently living 
in or held in Bennington.   

How much time people spent in these jails varies. There are numerous reports of escapes and some 
were broken out of jail.  The Clarendon Tories and what is known of them is noted below.   

Moses Bowdish  - Born 1751 Preston, CT, was taken prisoner at Battle of Bennington in 1777 and died 
while in captivity.   His 3 sons by wife Zilpha Nichols (1756 – 1836) born 1772, 1774, 1776 were recorded 
in 1784 as being born in Shrewsbury but that is an error given Shrewsbury wasn’t yet settled when those 
children were born.  Zilpha married Lemuel White (1750 – 1813) July 23, 1778 in Shrewsbury and had 6 
additional children.  Based on the date of Zilpha’s remarriage, Moses would have died prior to the Nov. 
1778 Tax List for Bennington that listed him as being there.  Zilpha came from near where Rebecca 
Nichols (wife of Gideon Brayton below) was from in RI and likely was related to her. 

Gideon Brayton  - Born 1718 Portsmouth, RI, died 1792 Fort Ann, NY.  With wife Rebecca Nichols (1725 
– 1806) he had 7 children, two sons (Joseph & Thomas below) of which also had their property in 
Clarendon confiscated. Gideon had served in Capt. Tew’s Company in 1762 in Rhode Island during the 
French and Indian War.  He is buried in the Thomas Brayton Cemetery in Ft. Ann.      

Joseph Brayton - Son of Gideon , he was born 1747 in East Greenwich, RI and died 1828 in Huntingdon, 
Quebec.  Joseph and his wife Content Curtis (1750 – 1796) had 7 children.  Content was sister to 
Comfort and John Curtis, two other Clarendon Tories whose properties were confiscated.   

Thomas Brayton – Son of Gideon, he was born 1742 in East Greenwich, RI and died 1810 in Hartford, 
NY.  Jan. 24, 1778 John Pearl, Oliver Arnold, and Joseph Randall legally pledged to support the family of 
Thomas Brayton.  Presumably he was already jailed at that time.  He is noted as being transported to 
Bennington in June 1778.  Thomas and his wife Eunice Sweet (1744 – 1801) had 13 children.  In 1802 
Thomas married Jane White (1750 – 1832).  He is buried in the Thomas Brayton Cemetery in Ft. Ann.     

Timothy Bull – Born 1720 in Rhode Island, he came to Danby from NY in 1767 and died in Danby in 
1810.  Though a resident of Danby he owned a sawmill on the Mill River in Clarendon which was 
confiscated.  Timothy was married to Patience Paige (1720 – 1817) with whom he had 7 children.  He 
had been jailed in Albany, NY for 8 weeks in 1777, escaped to Canada, but then returned to Vermont 
where he was arrested again in 1778.   

James Clark – A native of Scotland he served in Montreal in 1763 and came to the US in 1772, buying 
land in Clarendon in 1774 or 1775.  In 1777 he joined General Burgoyne at Crown Point and then joined 



Sir John Johnston’s Corp.   In 1787 he filed a claim with the British for his confiscation losses.  James was 
living in Sorel, Quebec at the time.  

Oliver Colvin – He was likely the Oliver Colvin (1747 – 1803), born in Scituate, MA who died in Kingsbury, 
NY in 1803 and was buried in the Colvin Family Cemetery.  He was 1st cousin once removed to Jeremiah 
Colvin, patriarch of the Colvins that remained in Clarendon.    

Comfort Curtis  - Born 1746 in Westerly, RI, he died in White Creek, NY.  Comfort was brother to 
Content Curtis, wife of Joseph Brayton (above) and John Curtis (below).  Comfort is said to have fought 
for the British at the Battle of Bennington. He and his wife Rachel Chase (1756 – 1835) had 8 children.  
He is buried on the Curtis homestead in White Creek.     

John Curtis – Brother to Comfort (above) and Content Curtis (wife of Joseph Brayton above).  He was 
born ca. 1744 and is said to have fought for the British at the Battle of Bennington.  On March 21, 1778 
David Hodges of Cambridge, NY legally pledged to support John’s family and that of Timothy Hill.   

Thomas Green  - Thomas was born in West Greenwich, RI in 1745.  Upon leaving Clarendon he joined 
Burgoyne’s army in July 1777 and stayed up through the Battle of Saratoga in October of that year, then 
to Canada until August 1778 and was in Newport, RI by October.   He spent the remainder of his days 
between RI and Nantucket, MA where he died in 1829.  He and his wife Mercy Cooke (1746 – 1825) had 
12 children.   Thomas filed a claim with the British for his losses in Clarendon.   

Daniel Hill  - Was living in Stephentown, NY by 1790. On Oct. 16, 1786 he filed a petition with the State 
of VT for recompense of his confiscated property in Clarendon.  His claim was that he had never been 
convicted of a crime and that in 1777 it was his son Daniel Jr. who was in possession of his farm, and it 
being Daniel Jr. who was charged with treasonous conduct.  On 1-18-1791 Daniel received 30£’s in 
settlement of his claim.  This was but a fraction of its worth, the farm having been sold in 1779 for 
315£’s.  The settlement noted he was living in Stephentown.   

Daniel Hill Jr.  – Other than being the son of Daniel above and being the cause of the confiscation of his 
father’s property nothing else is known of Daniel.  The genealogies of Hills with connections to 
Stephentown or Rensselaer County possibly have made incorrect connections and are not being used 
here until better proven.    

Timothy Hill - On March 21, 1778 David Hodges of Cambridge, NY legally pledged to support Timothy’s 
family and that of John Curtis.  On May 1, 1778 there was a Marvel Hill who received 6£’s support.  It is 
likely she was Timothy’s wife.   There is also a reference to a June 1778 payment of 3£’s for ”Timothy 
Hills Wife” when she was sick and then a 9£ payment to David Hodges to “carry off” Timothy Hill’s wife 
and family.  Presumably that was to Cambridge, NY where David Hodges lived.  Timothy is found there in 
1800.  How Timothy is connected to Daniel & Daniel Jr. is not known at this time.  Like with Daniel and 
Stephentown, NY & Rensselaer County Hill family genealogies, the Cambridge, NY and Washington 
County Hill family genealogies are not sufficiently clear to use at this time.   



Amariah Howe - Born in 1753 in Brookfield, MA, died 1825 Grindstone, Ontario.  He had lived in Sorel 
and Montreal, Quebec in the 1780’s.  Amariah had fought for the British under Captain Munro with the 
Royal Highland Emigrants and under Colonel Peters with the 84th Regiment.  He served in the British 
Army from 1777 – 1784. Amariah filed a claim with the British for losses due to his confiscation.  He was 
married in Canada to Alidah Olsen (1755 – 1830) and had 5 children.     

Simpson Jenny  - Born 1737 Dartmouth, MA, died 1813 Frelighsburg, Quebec where he had settled in 
1789.  He had served in the British Army during the war.  Simpson filed a claim with the British for losses 
due to his confiscation.  He was married to Hephziba (1747 – 1818) and had 4 children.   

Solomon Johns – Born 1751 Sharon, CT, died 1786 Elizabethtown, Ontario. Solomon served in the British 
military as a Lt. in the King’s Rangers.  In Aug. 1780 Steel Smith was paid for housing and feeding 
Solomon, William Buel and their guards In Windsor, VT.  Colonel Ebenezer Woods was paid that same 
month for capturing both men, indicating they had escaped from jail.  In Sept. 1780 Lt. Elnathan Strong 
was paid to bring Johns and Buel to Bennington, presumably to the jail there.  He was married to 
Susanna Bucklin (1752 - 1836) and had 3 sons.   

According to the Oct. 1947 Vermont Quarterly article Indian and Tory Raids on the Otter Valley 1777-
1782, “Late in July or early August of 1777 many of the inhabitants were still out of the Otter Valley, 
having evacuated immediately after the battle of Hubbardton, but one persistent Whig, Nathan Tuttle of 
Rutland, stayed behind to defy the Tories.  Tuttle, who is said to have been a heavy drinker, was drunk 
when he met up with a party of Indians led by two Tories – Solomon Johns and Gustavus Spencer of 
Clarendon.  Tuttle immediately started a row and dared them to take him.  The taunts continued until 
Johns got so mad he ran Tuttle through with his bayonet and killed him.  Spencer and Johns then tied 
stones to his body and threw it into the Creek below Gookins Falls.  After having disposed of the body 
they all went to Joseph Keeler’s house nearby and told him the story, begging him to swear secrecy. 

After the war Johns was killed in Canada by a falling tree and so Keeler felt it was safe to publish the 
particulars of Tuttle’s death.” 

John Lee –In 1790 John Lee is found in Stephentown, NY, the same place that  Daniel Hill was living at 
that time.  As with the Hills, there is a question as to which Lee family he was from.  On Jan. 22, 1778, 
Samuel Whitman of New Britain (now New Lebanon), NY legally pledged to support John Lee’s family.   

Joseph Lewis -  Nothing is known about who he was and likely candidates of the right age and place 
have not been found.   

Daniel Marsh – Born 1748 Tolland County, VT, died 1808 Clarendon, buried Marsh Cemetery.  Stephen 
and Samuel Williams of Rutland legally pledged on Jan. 3, 1778 to support Daniel’s family.  On Feb. 12, 
1782 a petition was submitted to restore Daniel’s citizenship in Vermont.  Daniel was residing in New 
Milford, CT at the time.  The petition was signed by 51 men, some of whom had been key figures in the 
confiscation processes in Clarendon.  On Feb. 23, 1782 an Act was passed by the legislature allowing 
Daniel to return to Clarendon, and also restoring his property to him.  However it took an additional 3 
years and another Act of the legislature to secure the return of the land to him.  He went on to 



represent Clarendon in the Legislature from 1784 - 1788.  In 1786 there was a failed petition signed by 
34 men from Clarendon to not seat him the legislature. More details are available in the “Early Land 
Grants & Title Controversy” article in the Places Collection.  Silas Whitney who had purchased the Marsh 
farm at the time of its confiscation petitioned the State in 1791 for recompense for the improvements 
he made to the farm.  Daniel and his wife Phebe Rice (1746 – 1833) had 8 children.   

Joshua Mattison – How this Joshua is related to the 1770’s Francis Matteson household of Clarendon 
has not been determined.  Jan. 22, 1778 James Lee of Clarendon legally pledged support of the families 
of Joshua Mattison and William Sutton.  In the 1790 census there was a Joshua Mattison family living in 
Pownal which may or may not be a match.  This James Lee who pledged support of the Mattison and 
Sutton families was James Lee (1723 E. Greenwich, RI – 1793 Ira, VT).  James Lee did have a son John b. 
1746 but it is not known if that is the same John Lee whose property was confiscated in Clarendon or if 
he was related in a different manner. 

Philip Nichols  - Nothing is known about who he was, including whether he was related to Zilpha 
Nichols, wife of Moses Bowdish above or Rebecca Nichols, wife of Gideon Brayton above.  Likely 
candidates of the right age and place have not been found.   

Elijah Osbourn – Born ca. 1740 Attleboro, MA, died fighting for the British in 1778 leaving his widow 
Rebeckah and 3 children.  In 1786 John Aylsworth of Pownal, VT petitioned for support of Rebeckah and 
her children indicating that he had been supporting them since 1779.  The petition noted that one child 
then 10 years old was “insane” and unable to help itself more than an infant.  The petition was denied.  
Rebeckah had also made a petition in her own right, though the outcome of that is not known at this 
time. 

Jerrimiah Parker – Nothing is known about who he was and likely candidates of the right age and place 
have not been found.  How he might be related to the progenitor of the Clarendon Parkers, Jonathan 
Parker (1722 – 1803) is not known.   

Samuel Richardson – The petition made to the British for his confiscation losses indicated he had lived 
in Bridport, VT and that in 1776 he joined the British Army and served until 1783.  He was living in Sorel, 
Quebec at the time of his claim.  His property in Clarendon may not have been his primary home.   

Barnard Spencer – He had served in the Royal Regiment of New York.  In 1786 he is found in Cornwall, 
Ontario.  What his relationship is to Benjamin, Hazelton, and Jeremiah Spencer is not known.   

Benjamin Spencer – Born 1736 East Greenwich, RI, died 1777 Ticonderoga, NY on his way to Canada 
after the Battle of Saratoga.  A claim to the British was filed for his confiscation losses.  His son Abel was 
granted free of charge two 11 acre lots that had belonged to Benjamin.  Benjamin and his wife Mercy 
Potter (1736 – 1776) had 9 children, one of which was Hazelton Spencer below. 

Hazelton Spencer – Born 1757 East Greenwich, RI, died 1813 South Fredericksburgh, Lennox and 
Addington, Ontario.  Hazelton had filed a claim with the British for confiscation losses.   He served as a 
Major with the Royal Canadian Volunteers in the War of 1812.  Hazelton and his wife Margaret Richards 



(1771 – 1830) had 10 children.  His father was Benjamin Spencer above.  Jeremiah (below) was his 3rd 
cousin. 

Jeremiah Spencer – Born 1742 East Coventry, RI, died 1813 Frelighsburg, Quebec.  His claim to the 
British for confiscation losses indicated he was held prisoner in Bennington for 3 or 4 months.  He had 
joined the British army at Castleton and Fort Edward, went home after Saratoga where he was taken 
prisoner, subsequently worked as a scout for the British, went to Canada in 1782, then joined Roger’s 
rangers with 3 of his sons until 1783.  He said his sons were too young to join without him (Benjamin 17, 
Thomas 15, Peleg 13).  On January 3, 1778 Peleg Spencer and Clark Burlingame of Shaftsbury, VT legally 
pledged support of Jeremiah’s family.  Peleg was Jeremiah’s father.   Jeremiah and his wife Ruth Briggs 
(1747 - ) had 7 children.  Hazelton (above) was his 3rd cousin. 

William Sutton  - Nothing is known of this William Sutton other than on Jan. 22, 1778 James Lee of 
Clarendon legally pledged support of the families of William Sutton and Joshua Mattison.  In the 1790 
census there was a William Sutton family living in Brandon which may or may not be a match. This 
James Lee who pledged support of the Mattison and Sutton families was James Lee (1723 E. Greenwich, 
RI – 1793 Ira, VT).  James Lee did have a son John b. 1746 but it is not known if that is the same John Lee 
whose property was confiscated in Clarendon or if he was related in a different manner. 

Daniel Walker – Born 1736 Rehoboth, MA, died 1795 Ernestown, Lennox and Addington, Ontario.  He 
and his family had lived in Riviere du Chene 1781 – 1784 when the relocated to the Bay of Quinte region.  
Daniel joined the British Army in 1777, was captured a few days before Burgoyne’s surrender, escaped 
and rejoined the British, serving until the end of the war.  He filed a claim with the British for his 
confiscation losses.  He and his 2nd wife Mary Young (1729 – 1829) had 8 children.  His first wife Jerusha 
Bates died in 1767 following the birth of their 1st child.   


