
Clarendon Marble Company 
 
This quarry can be found to the west of Walker Mountain Road about ½ mile north of Clarendon 
Springs.  In 1912 the US Geologic Survey described the quarry as about 100’ north to south by 
51’ across with an average depth of 30’.   
 
The first known attempt at quarrying in this location was in 1838 per a Feb. 1, 1907 Rutland 
Herald article.  The then available technology doomed most such attempts to financial failure 
and this quarry was only worked in a small way until it was shut down for many years.  It was 
noted in a Sept. 14, 1911 article that it was in operation in the 1850’s.   
 
Frequent newspaper mentions of this quarry begin Oct. 9, 1885 with a brief mention of William 
Guindon, an expert blacksmith, taking a position at the Clarendon Marble company.  Mentions 
of people being hired at this quarry or the nearby Orvillo quarry or leaving their employ were 
fairly common in the newspaper in the ensuing decades. 
 
What follows are summaries of news articles from the Rutland newspapers that together tell part 
of the story of this quarry.  Direct quotes are in italics.   
 
6-10-1891  A company with which L.W. Redington, Jewett P. Cain and Gardner L. Gates are 
connected will, about June 15, commence to quarry marble in Clarendon on land south of and 
adjoining the Vermont Marble company's quarry.  This company will be known as the Clarendon 
Marble Company.  One of the promoters of the enterprise said yesterday that the company would 
soon erect mills and carry on there a general marble business.  There are over six varieties of 
marble found in this vein, two of which have never been quarried outside of Clarendon.   
 
Note that the Vermont Marble Co was operating the adjacent Orvillo quarry at the time. That the 
name Clarendon Marble Company was already in use as evidenced by the 1885 newspaper 
article noting the hiring of Mr. Guindon means the new owners simply carried forward the name.   
The new owners didn’t hold onto the company for very long as evidenced by it being 
incorporated in the 2-23-1892 news article below by different people. 
 
2-23-1892  An article announces the incorporation of the Clarendon Marble Company by 
Charles E. Cardelle, William Louis Mathol, and Charles G. Davison. 
 
2-1-1907 The Clarendon Marble Co incorporated in 1892 (above) must have failed being it was 
again incorporated, this time by James E. Burke, of West Rutland, Patrick McCormick of Danby, 
Jewett P. Cain of Rutland, Alexander Thompson of New York City, W.F. McDevitt of South 
Dorset, and Clark M. Potter of Danby.  This ownership was substantially the same as the 
adjacent Orvillo quarry.  The newspaper account says this transaction was necessitated by 
Orvillo having more work than they could fulfill.  The property was known as the Hitchcock 
farm in Clarendon Springs. The article noted that the old opening was 150 ' X 60' and that the 
land in the deed amounted to 116 acres.  The statement about sitting untouched since 1870 is in 
conflict with the 6-10-1891 newspaper announcement that operations were about to commence.   
 



3-7-1907  Clarendon Town Meeting voted to exempt from taxation any improvements made in 
the next five years on the property of the Orvillo and Clarendon Marble companies.   
 
5-26-1909  The Clarendon Marble company of Clarendon Springs has just secured from William 
Bradley & Son Co. of Long Island City a contract which will take the entire output of the 
Hitchcock quarry.  Another firm is negotiating for the whole of the output of the company’s other 
quarry, the Orvillo.   
 
Hitchcock was apparently another name used for this quarry, it being on what had once been the 
Hitchcock farm that was purchased in 1907 by the Clarendon Marble Co. 
 
9-30-1909  An announcement was made that plans were completed for a rail line from West 
Rutland to this quarry, with a spur to the Orvillo quarry which was only about 500’ away.   It 
also noted that:   
 
At present all of the marble has to be hauled to West Rutland by team, a distance of three miles, 
and as twelve teams are engaged in the work, the expense is considerable, and the process a 
slow one.   
 
10-27-1909  At a Special Town Meeting West Rutland voters granted a right of way to the 
Delaware & Hudson for the new rail line.   
 
11-16-1909  Apparently the building of the new rail line to the quarry was not without some 
controversy: 
 
To the editor of the Rutland Herald: 
Sir: 
Having seen that some papers in the state are falsely accusing Lieut. Gov. Mead with holding up 
the construction of the Clarendon and West Rutland Railroad by placing exorbitant and 
prohibitive prices upon the rights of way, I wish through the courtesy of your columns to correct 
any false impressions thus created, not only in justice to the Governor, but to those interested in 
the road. 
 
That these charges are not only false, but absurd, best appears from a brief statement of the 
facts. 
 
The Clarendon Marble Company, of which I am a member, found it necessary to build about 
three miles of railroad.  To do so, we were obliged to borrow a considerable sum of money, and 
being a new company just developing our quarries, we were without that class of securities, 
which would enable us to procure this money from the banks. 
 
Finding ourselves in this situation, we applied for assistance to Governor Mead, who very kindly 
and generously helped us to the necessary funds to purchase the rights of way for our railroad 
and to construct the road bed, and while we feel that his security is sufficient, we appreciate his 
kindly assistance none the less on that account. 
 



As to the prohibitive charges, for rights of way, it is sufficient to say that the road nowhere 
touches his land, nor does he own any in the vicinity of the road. 
 
We do cross land of one John H. Mead, of West Rutland, who at first appeared to place too high 
an estimate upon the damages he would suffer, but when we came to settle with him, a 
satisfactory adjustment was readily and amicably reached. 
 
So no one has blocked the development of the wealth and industries of the state, nor done any 
one any grievous wrong.  Our relations with all are friendly and the “Governor,” instead of 
hindering us in our work, has furnished the means, without which we should have been seriously 
delayed, if not prevented, in the building of the road and the profitable workings of our quarries. 
      James E. Burke 
      West Rutland, Vt, Nov. 15, 1909 
 
12-21-1909  An article saying that the work on the new rail line is nearly completed.   
 
3-3-1910  The thaw and flood of the past few days caused considerable damage to the roadbed 
and one of the bridges on the Delaware and Hudson branch road to the Clarendon Marble 
company’s quarries.  This is the second time that the bridge has been washed out since the road 
was built.  A large gang of men are making repairs on the road.   
 
5-7-1910  At the quarries of the Clarendon Marble company Friday morning a large derrick fell 
to the ground without warning, carrying with it a large block of marble which was being loaded 
on a car.  There were several narrow escapes, it being almost a miracle that nobody was 
seriously injured.  The derrick was broken in several places.  This is the second derrick to fall at 
this quarry within a short time, the first one falling one day last week going to the bottom of the 
pit, nobody being injured.   
 
7-21-1910 Quarrying was dangerous work.  There were many accounts of serious injuries 
reported in the newspapers, including for the Clarendon Marble and Orvillo quarries.  
Occasionally there was a fatality: 
 
One Man Killed; Two Injured 
 
Cave-in at Clarendon Marble Co,’s Quarry at West Rutland 
 
Ira Baker of Danby, Age 21 Years, Buried Beneath 25 Tons of Dirt and Stone – Head and 
Shoulders Uninjured, But All Other Parts of His Body Were Badly Crushed – Edward Gurry 
Gets Bad Scalp Wound and Elmer Powers is Cut About the Face and Arms – Score of Men at 
Work of Excavating for Baker’s Body 
 
Ira Baker, a native of Danby was instantly killed last night about 9:30 o’clock while at his work 
in the quarry of the Clarendon Marble company about two miles outside of West Rutland, and 
two other men, Edward Gurry and Elmer Powers, were injured, when about 25 tons of dirt and 
rocks caved into the big hole.  Baker who is about 21 years old was, with the exception of his 
head and shoulders, buried beneath the debris, while Edward Gurry was probably saved by the 



fact that the onrush of dirt threw him on one side and into the “key block hole,” where he was 
discovered after the accident in an unconscious condition.  Powers was not very badly injured 
and his wounds are mostly scratches and bruises.  Up to 3 o’clock this morning, Baker’s body 
had not been extracted, but a score of men were working all night shoveling away the dirt and 
stones. 
 
Just how the accident happened will never be known, or in just what position the men were 
standing cannot be understood.  Both Baker and Gurry are machine men, running drills in the 
quarry.  It is probable that Gurry’s machine got out of order and Baker went over to assist in its 
repair, when the big piece of earth, which overhung the quarry about 25 feet over their heads 
became loosened, and without warning, crashed down, almost completely burying Baker and 
throwing Gurry back and out of the way.   
 
There were nine other men working in the quarry at the time, but when they reached Baker he 
was dead and it is probable that he was killed instantly.  The men working in the attempt to free 
his body expect to find that every bone below the shoulders is broken. 
 
The night shift in the quarry had been working only three nights and the work of channeling 
under the west end of the quarry, where the accident occurred, has been going on but a short 
time and only about 6 feet has been taken out under the surface.  It could not be learned last 
night whether or not this part of the top had been threatening and dangerous. 
 
Patrick Carney, who is an assistant on Gurry’s machine, which was totally destroyed and pushed 
back, showing that the men were probably in the vicinity of this machine when the cave-in took 
place, had just left that vicinity to go to the tool box for some tools, probably to help repair the 
drill.  This move, in all probability saved his life. 
 
Gurry, when found, was in the bottom of a “key block hole” and he was in a dazed condition.  
He was unable to give much account of the accident at all last night.  His wounds consist of a big 
scalp wound which required about 15 stitches.  Dr. J.B. Guiltinan was the first physician to 
reach the scene of the trouble and he was busy dressing the wounds of the injured.   
 
9-14-1911 That this quarry was prospering is evidenced by a series of expansions. 
 
Rushing Marble Mill 
 
Clarendon Marble Company to Finish Part of its Products 
 
The new marble mill at the Clarendon Marble company at Clarendon Springs, will, it is 
expected, be ready for operations early in November.  The F.R. Patch Manufacturing company 
has the contract for erecting the structure.  The company has begun work on the foundation and 
is hastening operations in order to have the mill ready before winter sets in. 
 
The mill is to be a frame structure and is being built on the firm’s property near its quarry.  It 
will consist, for the present, of four gangs, one rubbing bed and one polishing machine, with the 



prospect of more machinery being added to the plant as the need develops.  When the mill is in 
operation the firm will have in its employ between 50 and 60 men. 
 
The erection of a finishing plant for the rough stock was made necessary by the increasing 
volume of the company’s output.  Marble from the quarry is being shipped to Albany in block, 
where it is going into the New York state educational building. 
 
The Clarendon Marble quarry is one of the oldest in the state, having been operated in the fifties 
by Mr. Hitchcock of Clarendon Springs, from whose heirs the present owners purchased the 
property in 1907.   
 
1-29-1914  When electricity came to this operation is not known but clearly they had it by 1914. 
 
The power house of the Clarendon Marble company, located at Clarendon Springs, was totally 
destroyed by fire early Tuesday morning.  The loss, about $1000, is partially covered by 
insurance.  It is expected that it will be rebuilt at once during which time a temporary structure 
will be erected to furnish power for removing the blocks of marble from the quarry.   
 
12-7-1914 Another expansion to the operation. 
 
Building Two More Mills 
 
The Clarendon Marble company is making quite extensive repairs and additions to its plant 
south of West Rutland.  Preparations are being made for more gang saws and two buildings are 
being erected for this purpose.  Each of these buildings will be 70 feet long and 50 feet wide.   
 
A gang of about 78 men is employed at present on this work which it is expected will be finished 
about February 1.  The building formerly used as a boarding house has been painted and 
remodeled for an office building.  
 
1-6-1915  Within the context of a general slowdown in the industry, this article notes that the 
Clarendon Marble Co has enough orders to keep the operation running until spring and says 
more than 100 men are employed there, notably more than the 78 men indicated in an article just 
a month earlier.  Also noted is a new 100’ by 60’ building to house 3 new gangs (bringing it up 
to 7 gangs which due to the new equipment was equivalent to 12 ordinary gangs) and auxiliary 
equipment.  Recently purchased was the Josiah Seamans farm adjoining the original quarry 
property for the supposed good marble beneath but also for “the splendid water power which was 
controlled by the estate”. 
 
7-26-1915 Some of the men working at the quarry were commuting there. 
 
Michael Snyder of Marble street who recently purchased an automobile truck from the Frenier 
Automobile company of Rutland to be used in conveying passengers to and from the Clarendon 
Marble company’s plant has had engine trouble with his machine and the men have been obliged 
to walk to Clarendon. 
 



10-8-1915  This article gives indication that the slowdown in the industry being commented on 
in the Jan. 6, 1915 article was felt to be due to the start of WWI in 1914.  One of the owners of 
the Clarendon Marble Company, James E. Burke, indicates that his quarry has been unaffected 
and has enough contracts to keep them busy all winter.   
 
11-6-1915  This article begs the question as to why marble was being moved by wagon instead 
of the train.   
 
A block of marble weighing about 12 tons and which has been lying on the side of the Clarendon 
road near the Chapman farm for about two years, is being raised and an effort will be made to 
get the block into a position where it can be moved.  The marble is the property of the Clarendon 
Marble company, and it slid from a block wagon at a time of the year when the roads were in 
poor condition.   
 
2-11-1916  The partial article below gives great insight into wages and hours worked.  It also 
notes that there were 125 men at the Clarendon Marble Company, up from 78 just 14 months 
earlier.   
 
Raises in wages for the employees of the Vermont Marble company and a nine-hour working day 
at the same wage hitherto paid for 10 hours for the employees of the Clarendon Marble company 
are the two latest developments in the Rutland county labor situation, which has lately exhibited 
vague signs of unrest. 
 
The action of the Clarendon Marble company in adopting the nine-hour schedule at the old 10 
hour-day rate, is in effect an increase of 10 percent.  The Clarendon company pays its machine 
runners $2.50 a day and a company official states that the lowest wage paid by the concern is 
about $2 a day. 
 
The 125 men employed at the Clarendon company’s plant are working in day and night shifts in 
an effort to keep pace with orders.  Orders enough to keep the plant going at full capacity for the 
next eight months have already been received, according to a statement made by the manager 
yesterday.  The company plans to enlarge its plant materially in the spring.   
 
5-6-1916 Freight embargoes as a result of rail worker labor unrest in 1916 impacted the 
Clarendon Marble Company along with countless others. 
 
The Clarendon Marble company are seriously hampered in making their shipments on account 
of the existing freight embargoes on the different railroads and have about $10,000 worth of 
marble tied up ready for shipment as soon as the different railroads open up their various lines. 
 
5-25-1916  Growth of the Clarendon Marble Company quarry interfered with Walker Mountain 
Rd causing plans to be made to reroute a section of it from just north of Schoolhouse Hill Rd to 
just south of the intersection with Route 133.  Blueprints of the actual plan can be seen in an 
entry in the Places collection. 
 



7-13-1916  Construction of the new roadway by the Clarendon Marble company had begun and 
was estimated to take two months to complete using a 20 man crew.     
 
10-11-1916  A 40’steel bridge for where the new roadway crosses the Clarendon River arrived.  
It was made by the United Construction Company of Albany, NY. 
 
2-1-1918  The Clarendon Marble Company made a large donation to a fund drive sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus, presumably for the war effort as the Red Cross was also mentioned.  
The article did not say how much they donated.   
 
4-3-1919  P.F.McCormack has purchased a Signal four and one-half ton automobile truck for 
use of the Clarendon Marble company  Note that P.F.McCormack was the President of the 
company. 
 
4-21-1919  The Clarendon Marble Co has broken ground for a new finishing mill 125X40 feet to 
be erected at once. 
 
9-15-1919  A.F. Moriglioni has purchase a two-ton Stewart truck, which he will use transporting 
employees of the Clarendon Marble company between the plant and here.   
 
9-4-1920  In an article about the above mentioned the A.F. Moriglioni truck being deliberately 
set on fire we also learn that he had been transporting about 25 men back and forth between the 
Clarendon Marble Company and West Rutland.   
 
12-7-1922  Ground has been broken for the foundation of a new shop to be erected by the 
Clarendon Marble Co at its plant in Clarendon.     
 
3-11-1927 The Clarendon Marble Company was sued for $1,000 by Timothy M. and Dennis G. 
Ryan of West Rutland for their field being ruined by sand dumped into the river by the company.  
They claimed the condition of their field got steadily worse since 1922.   

11-8-1927  The Clarendon Marble Company’s estimated loss from the flood is $10,000. 

11-11-1927  Article notes that the rail line to the Clarendon Marble Company was badly 
damaged in the flood with three bridges and small culverts washed out and about 1500 feet of 
roadbed washed away.   

1-25-1943  How long the quarry in Clarendon continued in operation is not known but we know 
the company continued in some form until at least 1943.   

William J. O’Rourke, who had the grippe, has returned to his position with the Clarendon 
Marble company.   

  

Robert Underhill, May 2020 


