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jwitt Soon Be Blasting Irprl i*i;",*-;l[""$#jTij:#lfl
| _ ^ | blaste.C into the tree with such lorce I

| | thal a- hole was gouged in the trunkl

l"t wish I could Throw It Straight at Some Japs My-il:$j"1,","#"""""tf"Tards a robinl

, self !" Says 82-Ycar-Old Town Clcrk; Wcapon Fircd I .,:l"Tt:'v-llI:'- to recall. th.e onlrl

I on 4th of tulu for 35 Years. li:?;;ltff[?"i""F"",":*i*,.]ll;l
| 

. 
I the laft€r part ot the last centuryl

| | patriotic groups held a celdbrationl
I The lamous Clarendon annon, which boomed out Four{h o! Julyl jn Center Rutland, marking the an-l
lcelebrations'lor several generations and which blasted its echo throughl nivelsary ol the ancient lort there.i
the hills on Armistice Day,1918 for the last tihe, was sclapped tor]A hor* lrough was dedicated atl
junk yesterday 10 aid the war effort. I that time ahd Plumley was asked Ij "I wish I could throw it straight at sone Japs or cermans myselJt"i to bling the cannon, which had al.l

lMrs. Mary A, Davis, 82-yea!-old North Clarendon town clerk exclaimedl readY gained a considerable repu-l
lyesterday when she nnally decided to part w.ith the cherished cannonltation. I

Ito aid the scrap iron salvage campaign. I Plumley agreed to fire salutes,j
I Old resjdents o! the Clarendon: 

-'but 

told the officials.in charse otl
larea vivjdly recall the boomingl 'For the next 35 years the cannonJthe celebration that he would;'t bel
Inoise ot the canDon as it was firedlwa! caretully hauled to a small hilllresponsible for anv damage thatl
I incessantly for 24 hours every I southwest o[ the town clerk's office I occulred. The ofiicials cladlv ac-
lFourth ol July trom about thelevery night b€fore the Fourth ollcepted his lerms, end at Plu;levs
I year 1880 to 19J8. Its noise had such J 

July'. Men and boys aided in draw- | 
suggestion they warned residents

la distinctive thunder it could beirng lne weapon to lts once-a-yearlln the area to low€r th€ir windows
lheard lor miles up and dwn thelfiring grutlnd. For the full 24 hourslas a precaution against the c"nnon.]
lotter valley. Ther€ is even I rec-lof. the Fourth of July rel3ys oflconcussion. I

lord that a Clarendon man heardlvolunleer caDnoneers serviced thel "Everybody lowered tbeir win-i
Ithe cannon clearly across the moun-lconverted rajlroad axel with blast- ldows like I told them," Plumlev re.l
I tains one Four[h ol July as he I ing powder. Several hundred pounds I calls, "but for one obstinale woman I

lstmd on the Ludlow railroad sta-lwere used up jn a Sood celebrationlwho said she wouldn't, Well I had
Ition. land -buckets o( waler were tossed lwarned her," the octogenarian con-]
I etthouen it had a r€port like alol th€ hot jron to cool it tor th€llinued.."so I stalted tirjng the oldl
Itrue "big gun" oI the Army, !h' nexl loao lcannon'
ifamous ctarendon cannon n"u"i, At the years passod and the can- i Every window in tl.rt woman,s]
li"* 

" 
Uiitt"n"fa 

"rrd 
n"ue" ffriainon,8.9* rrom a novelty ro an an- lhous-e lacing the cannon was blast_l

la rounil in anv war. The cannonllluai nrual stgns or w€er and tear id tron) jts s;lls. plumley recallsl
l*as an entirelv Deaceable weaoon.lgeflan ro show.. A youhger gen€ra- lwrlh a chuckle. The town ofricialsl
made lor celeLration purpoFs bvl 'ron' 

more cautrous or .less foolhardy I fooled the b;ll tor new^sindNs 
I

the late Allan B. Arnold bf No.I'nlllh.n.rheir- Iathers, hetped Amoli land plumley retlrrned to C)arendonl
lcr",".a^. lto strengtnen the mjddle ol the lw,th the cannon, wel) satisfied. I';;;;il"*"" siven a discardedlcannon. lest.itbu_rst.itsseamsinal- Inatewdaystheotdcannonu,rlll
jsreel journa) or'axel ro a freishtliasj colossal €xplosr.n. lD€ mrngled wilh broken plowshsresl
car bv the Ruiland. raitroad 

""?iul 
IorabrielperiodbelorelheAr_landdiscardedjalopiesaspartolthel

in rh; lgB0s. A comrrtent mactrin-lTlsttle o! 1918 the cannon had ben ivast stream of scrap iron that leedsl
jst. Arnold drilled a hole oaruylst9re way as unsa{e. However, tAmericas roaring war lurnaces. I

IthrouCh the iron shaft ana mountedlylen ar tast alter a prelimjnary i yes, she was a loud talker al-'it on i smalt wooden truck fre built.lI.9ts: .announcement, word was rrght: ''Plrrmley r€calls with e 
J

The cannon was then rcadv forllasneo lna! the warring armies in lsrgh as he sjts on the shaded porchJ
iitg 6rst trjals. The home_made,'[urope nad ce3sed firing, the old lof the town clerk's house and looksl

| ;ffii";,"x,i;,"',',I;lJ: i^;"r";*l fi:".: l{iji:".:lIl,I,+:?T I liii: iili3,:1"'lli;'!"xi:Jii:* I

Ithrus! throush a smalt hole ariltedl,,'I sma[ nllt ln the center ol the ]ed people,rom thei! beds with its]

ll:l:-'1"-":^d,ril:d^-1.i*:,1Tt'r,"-11;.i?^-*:'^':..-"t:"I":"d.was lroa*o ^i3i11ji1 |

weapon was stuffed to ,n" ^urrillr"n^" ''"" r"","'.r" h;i'iJ t";; lacros"lt;;;;;li;;i;;
wth brastins powder, a t*" *i!lii-o11""t,:t,:l:1:t:"1"1 mounted on ]where tire cr"""na"n-i"n,
thrus! through-a small hole ariffeJlrli small-}ljll iI the center ot the led people lrom thei! bed
near the €hd. and a match arpplred.lvrllage' Round after lound was lroar so many years 8go.
Alter a preliminary sizzle, duringJfired trom the gun without hishaD.
which time the small group of spec.land then it wa! hauled awav ioltators raced for cover, the cannonl.r^..d- --^i- - -' -- 

I

went ofi with a repolt that r*^"a]"'iri"rlffi"'*""k, M... Davis ana ito shake the surrounding mourrains. 'll5i" 
i;:,'fi;,;il"":,"".X;:;1".-r"51

Ithe ancjent canDon to a place ollihonor on the lront iiwn of irr" to*n
lclerks.oflice. For the past lew days
Ja...Datile betw€en sentiment snd
lurilrry. has been waged over theI OIO lnund€rer"
1,. Mrs. Davis wanled to djspose ol
] 
ir ar once to eid the war efiort with

lils two-hundred pounds ol iron
I 
Prumley pojnting out that ,,it don:

leat an.vthing,, has just as vigorous.
lry marntained that the cannon
Jsnould be saved lor a new Armrs.
lLce day when the UDit d Statesrwrr agatn be victorious.
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