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noise of the cannon as it was fired | Was carefully hauled to a small hill|responsible for any damage that
incessantly for 24 hours every|southwest of the town clerk’s office|occurred. The officials gladly ac-
Fourth of July from about the|every night before the Fourth of|cepted his terms, and at Plumley's
ear 1880 to 1918. Its noise had such|July. Men and boys aided in draw- |suggestion they warned residents
3 distinctive thunder it could be|ing the weapon to ils once-a-year |in the area to lower their windows
;eard for miles up and down the|firing ground. For the full 24 hours |as a precaution against the cannon’s
Otter valley. There is even a rec-|0f the Fourth of July relays of|concussion. . )
ord that a Clarendon man heard |volunteer cannoneers serviced the| “Everybody 10Were<'i’ their win-
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tains one Fourth of July as he|ing powder. Several hundred pounds |calls, but for one obstinate woman
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After a preliminary sizzle, during|fired from the gun without mishap,
which time the small group of spec- and then it was hauled away to
tators raced for cover, the cannon storage again.

went oft with a report that seemed "1, ocent weeks Mrs, Davis and
to shake the surrounding moun; her  brother-in-law, 88-year-old

tains. John W. Plumley, re-established
the ancient cannon to a place of
| honor on the front lawn of the town
clerk's office. For the past few days
a battle between sentiment and
utility has been waged over the
“old thunderer.”

Mrs. Davis wanted to dispose of
it at once to aid the war effort with
its two-hundred pounds of iron
Plumley pointing out that “it don’t
eat anything” has just as vigorous-
ly maintained that the cannon
[should be saved for a new Armis-
’uce day when the United States
will again be victorious.
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